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A Model Sponsor

• Helps the pilgrim’s family 

• Follow up with the pilgrim after the walk

• Feed the fire/ attend a Gathering together 

• Connect your pilgrim with other new pilgrims

• Don’t Pester but Maintain Contact

• Encourage pilgrim to join a reunion group

The Registrar needs the following to register a pilgrim:

1. The pilgrim application

2. The sponsor's form 

3. A deposit of $25.00
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Sponsorship 
is Vital to 
Emmaus

• The MOST Important Job of All

• Why Do we Sponsor?  What is Our 
Aim?

• Whom Do We Sponsor

• Wise Sponsorship

• How Do We Sponsor

• Who Can Sponsor

• The Equal Commitment Rule

• A Model Sponsor



Why is Sponsorship Important?

Emphasizes God’s 
personal care and 
commitment to us

God’s gift of grace 
is shared by 

pilgrims one to 
another.

First act of agape 
before a walk 

begins.

It demonstrates 
sacrificial love to 

each pilgrim.

It is the foundation 
of a healthy, 

effective 
movement.
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The Aim of Sponsorship

• To bring spiritual revitalization to 
Christians

• Brings new life and vision to the Church
• To build the Body of Christ

• Rekindles gifts as Christian leaders in 
churches and communities
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Who Can 
Sponsor?

Anyone who has attended an 
Emmaus (or similar) weekend 

Attended sponsorship training

Sponsors should not serve as 
conference room team members 
on the walk unless they have a co-
sponsor who will attend Sponsor’s 
Hour and attend Candlelight.

Committed to ALL the 
responsibilities of a sponsor
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Who Do 
We 

Sponsor?

• Active Christians and members of 
churches

• Leaders who need renewal and grace
• Less active members who are hungry 

for spiritual growth

• Church members and leaders who help 
Emmaus remain  theologically sound.  
This includes people from varied:

– economic groups

– cultures

– ethnicities

– denominations

– theological backgrounds

– geographic locations
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“The person you 
sponsor is the 

seed you are sowing 
for the 

future of Emmaus 
and for church

leadership.”



Non-Christians

No relationship to Church of 
Jesus Christ

Emotional crisis or 
psychologically unstable

Those who decide not to attend a 
Walk

Those whose theology is 
incompatible with tradition

Church hoppers who are soap 
boxers

Those We 
Should 

Not 
Sponsor
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Wise 
Sponsorship

• Purposeful and Prayerful

• Discernment

• Openness to Holy Spirit

• Yields a balanced theologically 
centered movement

• Effective Instrument for Conveying 
God’s Grace

• Demonstrates unity in Christ

- God’s Timing

- God’s Purpose

- God’s People



How Do We Sponsor
Ten Steps In Sponsoring Prospective Pilgrims

1. Pray for openness for 
Discipleship, not just how to get 
someone on a Walk.

2. Make an appointment with the 
person/couple to discuss 
participation in Emmaus.

3. Extend an invitation to attend for 
the purpose of a more vital 
relationship with Jesus Christ.

4. Ask the person to commit by 
completing the registration form.

5. Collect 8-12 agape letters.

6. Support the walk with prayers, 
and your presence and the 
pilgrim’s family.

7. Encourage your pilgrim to engage 
in Emmaus activities.

8. Help your pilgrim determine ways 
to act out renewed commitments 
and enthusiasm.

9. Show the pilgrim ways that they 
can serve the Emmaus 
community.

10.Help the pilgrim sponsor others.
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Sponsor’s Duties 
Checklist –

Before

___Pray- Years, 
months, weeks, 
days before, 
during and after

___Make an 
appointment to 
discuss Emmaus 
(months before)

___Invite 
(months before)

___Get 
commitment 
(months before)

___Provide 
application 
(months before)

Sponsor’s Duties Checklist – 

 
Before 

 
___Pray- Years, months, weeks, days before, during and after 

 

___Make an appointment to discuss Emmaus (months before) 

 

___Invite (months before) 

 

___Get commitment (months before) 

 

___Provide application (months before) 

 

___Get completed application in to registrar along with deposit 

 

___Send out sample letter for Agape (weeks to months before) 

 

___Collect 8-12 Agape letters for pilgrim (weeks before) 

 

___Sign up for prayer vigil (weeks before) 

 

At the Walk 

 
___Deliver Pilgrim to weekend site (during) 

 

___Attend send-off and sponsor’s hour (during) 

 

___Attend to pilgrim's family needs (during) 

 

___Attend candlelight (during) 

 

___Attend closing (during) 

 

After the Walk 

 
___Debrief pilgrim (after) 

 

___Bring new member to first gathering (weeks after) 

 

___Bring new member to reunion group (weeks after) 

 

___Encourage new member to become a sponsor (weeks to months after) 

 

___Bring new member to sponsorship training (weeks to months after) 

 

___Mentor new member as they sponsor their first pilgrim (continuing) 



Equal commitment Rule

• Husbands and Wives are Asked to Make an Equal Commitment to 
Participate

• The Reason:
• Guards Against Divisiveness in the Relationship
• Indirectly Strengthens the Spiritual Bond in a Marriage
• Increased participation of Husbands and Wives
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Collect Agape Letters 

Pray for spiritual preparation for pilgrimPray

Collect Agape letters

• 8 to 12 letters from friends, family, clergy, and mentors 

• Mark relationship on outside of envelope

Collect

Meet with pilgrim’s pastor and explain Emmaus if needed 

• Obtain Agape letterMeet



March xx, xxxx 

 

Dear Friend, 

I am sponsoring __________ on the Women’s Walk to Emmaus spiritual renewal weekend April XXXX, 

2018.  During this weekend, _____ will receive many special surprises, one of which is mail from family 

and friends. 

As his sponsor, I am responsible for contacting family and friends to ask them if they would please write 

to _______ as a part of this special event.  The letter would be an opportunity for you to express your 

appreciation of your relationship with ____ and what he means to you.  You may want to share a special 

memory, a humorous event, or some special time you have spent together.  This letter of love will ONLY 

be read by _______. 

Please make his Walk to Emmaus weekend extra special by doing the following: 

1.  Write a letter or a card to _____. 

2. Sign the letter or card and put it in an envelope and seal it. 

3. On the upper left corner of the envelope write your relationship to him (i.e. Pastor, friend, wife, 

co-worker, etc.) 

4. Write  (pilgrim’s name) on the front right corner of the envelope. 

5. Give me the sealed envelope or mail it to me at _______ 

6. Please make sure I have your letter on or before April (at least 5 days before the walk), 2018 so I 

can get it to the proper place in time for the weekend. 

Remember this is a surprise for ___, so please help make it special by keeping it a secret until the weekend 

is over.  If you know anyone else close to ____, feel free to pass this information along so they can also 

write a letter if they would like.  If you have questions, please call (your phone number).  If you prefer, 

you can email your letter to my email address (insert your email), and I will place it in a sealed envelope. 

I hope you will help by writing a letter.  It will be greatly appreciated and be a great surprise.  Again, only 

__________ will be reading these letters. 

 

Thanks, 

YOUR NAME 

 

FVWTE #XX 
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Support the Walk and 
Family

• Support walk with your presence at: 

– Send-Off

– Sponsor’s Hour

– Candlelight

– Closing

– Post walk Gathering

• Tend to pilgrim’s family needs: pets, 
babysitting, house sitting

• Sign up for the 72 hour prayer vigil
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Encourage Participation in Emmaus 
Activities

• Take them to Gatherings

• Take them to training events

• Get them into reunion group - yours or start new one

• Assist them in sponsoring their first pilgrim

• Encourage participation in walk events: Sponsor’s Hour, Prayer 
Vigil, Making Agape Gifts, Candlelight and Closing
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Sponsorship

It is the first act of Agape 

even before the Walk begins.

And

In the life of an Emmaus community, 
sponsorship is the most important job of all!
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